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PANEL DISCUSSES U.S. RELATIONSHIP WITH JAPAN 
MISSOULA -
“The U.S.-Japan Relationship is the most important bilateral relationship in the world, 
bar none.” Montana statesman Mike Mansfield spoke those words years ago, but do they still 
ring true?
An upcoming panel discussion will address the issue Monday, Sept. 27, at The 
University of Montana. “The U.S.-Japan Relationship: Still the Most Important in the World, 
‘Bar None?’” will be held at 7 p.m. in the Dell Brown Room of Turner Hall. The event is free 
and open to the public.
As the United States and Japan mark the 150th anniversary of their relationship, both 
allies face critical challenges with the rise of China and an uncertain future on the Korean 
Peninsula. How the allies respond to these challenges may decide whether their relationship 
exceeds the successes of the past.
The event is sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation, UM’s 
Mansfield Center and the World Affairs Council of Montana.
The panelists will be Rhonda Johnson, director of Investment Relations for GATX 
Corp., and Stuart Chemtob, special counsel for international trade for the U.S. Department of 
Justice. Both Johnson and Chemtob are former Mansfield Fellows, a corps of Japanese-
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speaking U.S. federal government officials who have had direct experience working in the 
Japanese government. Mark Johnson, executive director of the World Affairs Council of 
Montana, will moderate the discussion.
The Mansfield Center and the Mansfield Foundation honor the works of Maureen and 
Mike Mansfield. Mike served in the U.S. Congress from 1942 to 1977 and as U.S. 
ambassador to Japan during 1977-88. The Mansfield organizations work to promote a clearer 
understanding of our interdependent world, one in which three out of every five people are 
Asian.
The Montana World Affairs Council helps Montanans better understand international 
affairs, focusing on issues of direct concern to our lives in the northern Rockies.
For more information, call 243-2988.
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